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Bipartisan Research Team

Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz & Associates (FM3) — a national Democratic opinion research
firm with offices in Oakland, Los Angeles and Portland, Oregon— has specialized in
public policy oriented opinion research since 1981. The firm has assisted hundreds of political
campaigns at every level of the ballot — from President to City Council — with opinion research
and strategic guidance. FM3 also provides research and strategic consulting to public agencies,
businesses and public interest organizations nationwide.

New Bridge Strategy (NBS) — an opinion research firm that listens and creates connections on
behalf of public policy efforts and campaigns. The firm’s roots are in Republican politics,
having conducted research on behalf of dozens of GOP candidates from City Council to the
presidential level. They also assists coalitions from across the political spectrum in crafting
winning ballot measure campaigns, public education initiatives, and legislative policy efforts.
NBS helps our clients bridge divides to create winning majorities.
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Survey Methodology

Survey Type Dual-mode Voter Survey

Likely November 2028 Voters, including oversamples of Likely June 2026; an
Research Population additional oversample of parents with children ages 12 and under was obtained
through opt-in online panels.

801 Likely November 2028 voters, including an oversample to reach 601 likely

Total Interviews June 2026 voters statewide; with an additional oversample 329 parents with
children ages 12 and under.

Margin of Sampling Error (Likely November 2028 and Likely June 2026) +4.0% at the 95% Confidence Level
@ Telephone @ Email %j Text
Calls M Invitations Invitations

Contact Methods

Telephone = Online
Data Collection Modes @ P . = .
Interviews -=— Interviews
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Key Findings

* More than four in five California voters agree that the next Governor should make California a place young
children can thrive, including more than nine in ten parents of children ages 12 and under.
* Nearly nine in ten California voters support polices that:
= Make childcare and preschool affordable
= Provide quality prenatal and postpartum care
= Provide fair wages and benefits for childcare workers
Build children’s behavioral / mental health workforce
® |ncrease mental health support for young kids and caregivers

* Affordability and cost of living are a top priority for California voters.

= Many struggle to make housing payments, have postponed medical care for affordability reasons, and
skipped meals for affordability reasons.

= Nearly three-quarters of parents say raising children places a financial strain on their family.
= Families were widely affected by the recent government shutdown.
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Issue Context




Housing and affordability also top the list of issues in relation to
children and families.

In a few words of your own, what is the most important change you think the next
Governor should make to improve the quality of life for California children and families?

Affordability/Cost of living
Housing/Affordable housing/Rent control
Reduce taxes/Lower taxes

Address immigration issues

Focus on local issues/Californians
Address crime/Increase safety
Pro-Business/Economic growth/Jobs
Affordable healthcare/Medical services
Support for schools/Quality education
Budget control/Fiscal responsibility

Less government overreach/Regulations
Clean up homelessness/Urban camping
Better leadership/Government policies
Childcare/For children

Environment friendly/Water protections
Anti-Trump/Stand up to Trump/Fascism
Improve public transit/Cut transit waste

/
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One in five Californians have struggled to afford housing and
postponed medical care due to affordability.

In the last 12 months, have you experienced any of the following?

Experienced/
Frequently Worried

M Experienced = Frequently Worried = Occasionally Worried ® Rarely Worried B Never Worried ® Don’t Know

Struggled to afford rent or mortgage payments U0A 13% 15% BbLA 37% 33%

Postponed medical care because you couldn’t afford it A 9% 14% BBAZ 31%

Postponed mental health care because

you couldn’t afford it [ o4z 4%10% ez 21%

Skipped meals because you couldn’t afford food LA 6% 8% A 17%

/
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Nearly half of parents with children under age 12 struggled to
afford housing payments or frequently worried about it.

Experlenced/ Frequently Worried
Experiences Parents of Race/Ethnicity
Children Ages Asians/
Voters African All Voters of
12 and Under Whites Latinos Americans I:acglc Color
Islanders

Struggled to afford rent or

S eane pamonte 33% 47% 30% 39% 47% 25% 38%
O i aftord %€ 31% 34% 27% 37% 41% 24% 36%
skipped meals because you 45, 26% 14% 20% 31% 9% 21%

/
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One-third of parents with children under age 12 had their CalFresh
benefits interrupted by the government shutdown.

(Multiple Responses Accepted)

Likely November 2028 Parents with Children Under Age 12
Have had SNAP or Cal Fresh
benefits paused l 14% - 31%
Have had WIC benefits paused = 4% 17%

Have had Head Start
childcare paused 3% 12%

Don’t know 85% 64%

/
F M 3 7w/ W7 W Qi1 Next, here are some things people have experienced because of the recent government shutdown. Please select all that apply to you.
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Experiences of Parents with
Younger Children




Among parents with kids under age 12, three-quarters say the cost
of raising children places a financial strain on their family.

Does the cost of raising children place a financial strain on you and your family?

A t deal of fi ial strai 9
great deal of financial strain _ 37% Great/Some

Financial Strain

74%

Some financial strain 37%

A little financial strain 16%

No financial strain . 9%

Prefer nottosay | 1%

/
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Three in five parents of children under age 12 say they have missed
work or reduced hours because they didn’t have childcare.

Sometimes the cost of raising children forces parents to make difficult decisions. | am going to read you a list of decisions
some parents have to make. Please tell me if this is a decision you personally have had to make.

(Yes)

Missing work or reducing your hours because you didn’t have
child care

62%

Cutting back on other household essentials because of high

child care costs 57%

Having you or a partner stay home with a child
rather than work

55%

Choosing to delay having another child

(o)
because of cost concerns 43%

Placing my child in lower quality child care than | would have .
liked because of the high costs 35%
Placing my child in child care that is not near my work or

home because of affordability 34%

/
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Views of Policies for
Children and Families




More than four in five voters support making childcare and preschool
affordable and providing all pregnant women with quality care.

Here are a list of policies that have been proposed to support children and families in California.
Please indicate whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose each one.

Total Total
Support Oppose

B Strongly Support ® Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose  ® Strongly Oppose Don’t Know

Making child care and preschool affordable 63% 25% 5%I4% 88% 8%

Providing all pregnant women with quality pre-natal and

post-partum care 61% 27% > 88% 10%
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More than four in five voters think the next Governor should prioritize making
California a place where families with young children can live and thrive.

California’s next Governor should prioritize policies that make California a place where families with
young children can live and thrive

B Strongly Agree M Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree  m Strongly Disagree Don't Know Total _TOtaI
Agree Disagree

leely June 2026 53% 30% 7% 6% 83% 11%

Likely November 2028 53% 30% 6%6% 83% 11%
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Strong agreement with this statement
cuts across race and ethnicity.

California’s next Governor should prioritize policies that make California a place where families with
young children can live and thrive

Total Total
Agree Disagree
B Strongly Agree M Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree  m Strongly Disagree Don't Know
White Voters 49% 33% 6% 7% 82% 11%

All Voters of Color 59% 26% 5%% 85% 8%
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